


Beginning in 1824, the RNLI has saved more than 144,000 people. 
The RNLI is made up of dedicated people who work together to make the 
waters around the United Kingdom and Ireland a safer place, whilst also 
helping people at home and abroad to save lives. 

Supported by expert staff, most of the RNLI’s people are volunteers – 
ordinary people doing extraordinary things – who launch and crew lifeboats, 
run shops and raise funds.

The Royal National Lifeboat 
Institution (RNLI) saves lives at sea 
and turns 200 years old this year.



Water Rescue
Since 2021, the RNLI has been operating more than 240 lifeguard 
patrols across the beaches of the UK and Channel Islands. Its lifeguards 
provide in-water rescue, give first aid and speak to the public, teaching 
them about water safety to try and prevent people getting into trouble 
in the water.

Dedicated Heroes
The bravery and courage of the thousands of devoted volunteers helps 
the RNLI run a 24-hour life-saving rescue service for the UK and 
Ireland. RNLI volunteers also spend their time providing education 
to their local communities, helping people understand how to keep 
themselves safe in the water.
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The First Lifeboat
The first lifeboat was made 238 years ago in 
1785 by a coachbuilder from London named 
Lionel Lukin. He was asked to turn a fishing 
boat into a lifeboat to help keep people safe 
in the water at Bamburgh Castle in North East 
of England. The lifeboat was the world’s first 
‘unsinkable’ boat.

The RNLI during Wars
During the Second World War, the RNLI was involved in the war effort. 
The charity towed boats filled with top-secret information, helping them 

sneak across the seas, and even towed 
boats carrying bombs. The lifeboats had to 
make their way through minefields (areas 
with floating bombs), pick up pilots from 
crashed planes, bring injured soldiers back 
to shore and take food to remote villages. 

The Original Lifeboat

The oldest 
surviving lifeboat

Painting of the Chebogue 
rescue in 1944.



RNLI Word Search 
Find the hidden words in this RNLI-themed word search:

BEACH 
BOAT 
CHARITY 
COAST 
CREW 

LIFEBOAT 
LIFEGUARD 
RESCUE 
SEA

Name: _________________________________________________

Word Search

U V E P S E A C Y F L E W D J P P N

X B V W J H W Q Q R K W E T H K X I

Y P G J W M R W A P L A V A O R B C

S M R L C B B F S L I F E B O A T G

I V H P I R O I Y G C H A R I T Y R

R S C G P N E A V A F O F X L A Q E

N N Y Z N U A W T E X D P D K B I S

K O L I F E G U A R D B N Y L U F C

V N G A J Y D C M L W K W Q Y H P U

B E A C H P R J G S H B B I S T F E

G P C G A Q N J C F V S I L D B G Q

C O A S T N O H H D E F S N E M E Q

Find the following words in the puzzle.
Words are hidden and .

BEACH
BOAT
CHARITY
COAST

CREW
LIFEBOAT
LIFEGUARD
RESCUE

SEA

Created using Word Search Generator on
Super Teacher Worksheets (www.superteacherworksheets.com)



 

Discover More Mintlings
There's a whole host of activities  

and coin-related fun!
royalmint.com/mintlings
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